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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since 
this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous 
Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's 
submission filed on 06/28/2005 has been entered. 

Prior art cited 

2. Arthur et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/0100601) discloses a wire 
protection grommet is constructed for installation in a wire pull opening in the cell 
of a cellular raceway. The grommet is sized for insertion through the wire pull 
opening and defines central passages extending through the opening. The 
central passage has a radius used portion defining a wire pull strain relief to 
prevent wires that pass through the grommet from being bent beyond a 
predetermined bend radius. The grommet is constructed to locking engage into 
the wire pull opening so that it is not displaced during use. The distal end of the 
grommet may be weighted so that the grommet correctly orients itself in the 
opening during installation. The grommet may also include a wire storage 
section around which excess wiring can be wrapped. Hooks may be provided 
for retaining the excess wire on the wire storage section. The grommet may 
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include an opening or slot which extends to the central passage and which is 
sized to permit wires to be slid into the passage. The grommet may be 
configured for installation in a variety of opening sizes and shapes and at the 
transitions between various components of the raceway system, such as 

< 

between the raceway cell and an activation box or between the raceway cell and 
a feeder duct. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-8 are allowed. 

Reasons for Allowance 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Independent claims 1, 5, 6 and 7 contain allowable subject matter. None of the 

prior art of record shows or fairly suggests the claimed invention. 

Regarding claim 1: 

The primary reason for the allowance of claim 1 is the inclusion of the method 
steps of predicting a displacement range of a wire harness including computing 
two predictive routes which satisfy the values of the length of the basic route, the 
fixing positions, the fixing directions and the minimum bending radius, and the 
two predictive routes being respectively closest to the fixing points. It is these 
features found in the claim, as they are claimed in the combination, that has not 
been found, taught or suggested by the prior art of record which makes this claim 
allowable over the prior art. 
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Claims 2, 3 and 4 are allowed due to their dependency on claim 1 . 
Regarding claim 5: 

The primary reason for the allowance of claim 5 is the inclusion of a predicting a 
displacement range of pre-designed basic route of wire hardness including fixing 
positions, the fixing directions and the minimum bending radius, the displacement 
range computing unit that computes two predictive routes which satisfy the 
values of the length of the basic route, the fixing positions, the fixing directions 
and the minimum bending radius, and the two predictive routes being 
respectively closest to the fixing points, the displacement range. It is these 
features found in the claim, as they are claimed in the combination, that has not 
been found, taught or suggested by the prior art of record which makes this claim 
allowable over the prior art. 
Regarding claim 6: 

The primary reason for the allowance of claim 6 is the inclusion of a predicting 
program for executing a method of predicting a displacement range of wire 
harness including computing two predictive routes which satisfy the values of the 
length of the basic route, the fixing positions, the fixing directions and the 
minimum bending radius, and the two predictive routes being respectively closest 
to the fixing points. It is these features found in the claim, as they are claimed in 
the combination, that has not been found, taught or suggested by the prior art of 
record which makes this claim allowable over the prior art. 
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Claims 7 and 8 are allowed due to their dependency on claim 6. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tung S Lau whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2274. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5:30. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
John Barlow can be reached on 571-272-2269. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 



free). 
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